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Church Mission Statement
of

The Drive Methodist Church

The Drive Methodist Church aims to be faithful to the
commandments of Jesus, and the calling of the Methodist
Church.

The calling of the Methodist Church is to respond to the gospel
of God’s love in Christ and to live out its discipleship in worship
and mission, and to fulfil the promises detailed in the Methodist
worship book.

Provide a weekly opportunity for all people to worship God in
Christ, here at The Drive Methodist Church.

Enable people to grow and learn as Christians through mutual
support and care.

Be a good neighbour to the immediate and wider community.
Sharing our faith with others through pastoral care, church
activities and communication.
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Our Minister writes:

Dear Friends

I hope you all ‘enjoyed’ the summer heat. ‘Climate change’ may
be responsible for what we all endured. It proved a bit too much
even for those of us who are used to the hot summers. The
green grass disappeared to brown or yellow, rain took a long
holiday. I only hope we’ve all survived the summer. While we
were struggling with the heat, other parts of the world were
contending with too much rain and flooding. We’ve all
experienced unusual weather this summer. A taste of things to
come? Indeed, it looks like climate change had a lot to do with
it and we all need to review our lifestyles and see whether we
can be part of the solution in trying to correct what affects our
environment.

Those of you who have been away on holiday, welcome back.
While we were having a break, we’ve had some of our members
in hospitals with ailments. At one point in August, two of them
were in the same ward at Whipps Cross. It has not been a good
time. I have been praying for speedy recovery for all who are
not well and praying for the close families who are taking care
of them as best they can, and I hope that God is listening to
our prayers.

As we start the new Methodist year, we continue to discuss the
future of the Circuit in the light of previous discussions, as we
look to see how to be church in the next few years with the
shortage of ministers our church faces. As I understand it, a
meeting with the congregation has been arranged with the
committee set up to listen to all the churches in the circuit. I
hope many of you will attend and make your views heard by
the committee so that they may be taken into account when
the final report with the way forward is produced.
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It is important that we all participate. Follow the notices about
this meeting in particular. In the meantime let us begin to
prepare ourselves for the coming changes and be ready to
embrace them. The future of the church is in our hands, all of
us with no exceptions.

May the Lord bless each and every one of you.

Dino

Editor’s note:

Welcome to this September issue of our newsletter and Happy
New Connexional Year! I hope you have all managed to enjoy
at least some time of relaxation over the summer. I know that
for some of you there have been anxious times in the past few
weeks.  I hope you can all find God’s love and strength to see
you through.

As we start the new year, please continue to send me any news
you would like to share with our church family. As well as
events, special birthdays, meetings etc please also let me know
of anyone in need of our prayers.

When I was in church last Sunday, I heard the Junior Church
nativity being spoken about.  I can’t believe it’s nearly that time
again!  But before that, we have Harvest Festival and other
events to look forward to.  And of course we all know this
quarter of the year brings Strictly!

Have a good month
Diane

Praise his name with dancing; play drums
and harps in praise of him. Psalm 143:9
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Church Family News

Please remember in your prayers all those we have concerns
for at this time. We particularly think of those members of our
congregation who have been unwell and in hospital in recent
weeks:

Catherine Sayers who is very poorly following a hip
replacement and is now in Faraday Ward, Whipps Cross
Hospital.

Janet Wragg who is now out of hospital and resting at home
following a fall, dislocating her shoulder and breaking some
bones.

Roy Brunnen who is also out of hospital and resting at home
following treatment for blood clots.

We ask for God’s blessing on Catherine, Janet and Roy and pray
for them and all their families.

Jo writes:
Frank, Jo, Andy and family would like to thank everyone for
their cards, thoughts and prayers at this difficult time.

Birthday Greetings to:

Jaiden Henry who will be 14 in September,
Theodora Garner who will be 17 in September.

Also very special birthday greetings to Janet and Roy
who will be celebrating their 80th birthdays - Roy in
September and Janet in October. Congratulations Janet

and Roy. Wishing you both a happy birthday and a lovely day
from all your friends at The Drive.
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Many congratulations to Thea and Rohit who passed all their
GCSE examinations.  Well done to you both and good luck in
the next phase of your studies.
(Read what Thea has to say about her GCSEs on page 9).

BBQ 1st July

Thank you to everyone who came and enjoyed the BBQ in July.
The weather was amazingly hot and Peter and Lorraine did a
grand job cooking all the sausages in such heat.

Jo Wright

UCLH Charity Sky Dive 14th July

My thanks to all who supported me on July 14th. Your donations,
kind thoughts and prayers were a great help.  I did not have a
target in mind, but sponsorship is approximately £3000.

The hospital will be very grateful, as well as the patients.  I will
let you know how the money is spent.
My thanks once again.

Janet Wragg
(An amazing achievement, Janet, to celebrate your
forthcoming special birthday.  Well done! – Ed).

Circuit Re-organisation Meeting 16th September

Two members of the Circuit team are to visit The Drive on
Sunday 16th September, to discuss, with the congregation, the
plans for taking the Circuit and the Churches forward over the
next few years, when we are likely to have at least one fewer
minister than at present.

The meeting will be after the service on that day and we are
told will last no longer than an hour.  We realise with our service
times that this will mean we will not be finished until later than
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usual but it is important that as many people as possible stay
to give their views and ideas. Although Dino is planned to take
the service that day, he will not be present at this initial
meeting.

We do ask that you stay and contribute so that the whole
Church is represented.

Brian Grinham on behalf of the Stewards

Film Show 22nd September

Book 22nd September to see “The Shack”, a film based on the
best-selling book by Wm. Paul Young.  We will be showing it in
the Church Parlour at 2.30pm that afternoon and we will also
have light refreshments. Please note that the film will start
shortly after 2.30pm and I would ask that you arrive on time
so that you will not miss the start of the film or cause disruption
to those who are already watching. The film lasts
approximately two hours and has been classified for a 12
certificate. There will be no charge for the film, but we may
charge for refreshments.

If this showing is successful, we may start showing Christian
films on a regular basis and open the invitation to the Circuit.

Don’t worry if you cannot make it this time, as we can always
show it again at some time in the future.
Any questions please contact:

Brian Grinham
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More Generosity Please 22nd September

We are walking a half marathon on Saturday September 22nd

in aid of Cancer Research. Your generosity would be
appreciated either online at:

https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/colins-giving-
page-42 or just given to us directly. Thanks in anticipation and
wish us luck as it’s longer than we would want to walk!

Pauline and Colin Rodway

Church Prayer Meeting 27th September

This will be on Thursday 27th September at 7:15pm - 7:45pm
in the Vestry. All welcome. If you cannot attend but would wish
to pray along with those at the church, there will be sheets at
the back of the church to guide your thoughts.

Bible Reading Group 28th September

This will be at 104 Wanstead Lane on Friday 28th September
10:30am followed by refreshments. We will be discussing
Romans chapters 11 to 16. All welcome.

Jan and John Pearson
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If it’s September it must mean COFFEE MORNINGS!

Harvest Festival 30th September

Our Harvest Festival Service will be on Sunday 30th September
and will be led by Dino. As in the past, donations of harvest
gifts will be given to The Whitechapel Mission and gifts will be
gratefully received in the church on Saturday 29th September
between 10am – 12noon and during the service.

Following the service, we will be celebrating the Harvest
Festival with lunch at about 1pm. As we did last year, the
church will provide potatoes and vegetables and it would be
great if you could bring something to contribute to the meal.
Please put your name and the food you're bringing on the list
at the back of the church so we know how many people are
coming.

Thanks very much and please ask us if you have any questions.

Michelle and Thea

Please join me at the
Macmillan Coffee Morning

Friday 28th September
10am to 2pm

In the Conservatory
Redbridge Social Centre

for coffee, cakes and chat
including tombola & bric-a-brac

Audrey Taylor
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Advanced notice - Save the Date!

Action for Children Slides Evening 24th November

The Slides Evening will be on Saturday 24th November starting
at 6 for 6.30pm in the Church Parlour.  This is always an
enjoyable evening and it would be great to welcome some new
attendees in addition to the regulars.

As well as our usual presenters, we hope Matthew will be
available to show some photos from his recent deployment. If
you would like to present some slides please let us know.

More details in next month’s newsletter.

Diane and Jeremy Foster

Thea’s GCSE Journey

So as you all know, I recently embarked on the most
treacherous journey of my life so far…my GCSEs!

Honestly, I am so lucky that I was able to make it out alive.
GCSEs are like a never-ending climb and I can tell you that
there were so many slips along the way up - teachers on
maternity leave, detentions for no reason, rubbish supply
teachers who repeat the same slide week after week. I suppose
some of the slips were my fault as well considering I didn’t
actually start revising until January of this year but hey, I still
revised something!

Although the journey was treacherous it wasn’t all bad -
teachers that you could actually have a laugh with, times where
I actually understood what was being taught in maths and the
five seconds of eye contact I was able to make with my friends
as they walked to find their seats in the exam hall, at which we
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laughed quietly, even though we could have been disqualified
if we were caught.

And of course the fact that I managed to pass all of my exams
in the end was just the best experience after my long journey.

I know that now I’ve finished and passed my GCSEs, I should
leave the future generations and myself some valuable advice
as they go on to sit their GCSEs and I my A-levels.

If I could say one thing, it would be to stop saying ‘oh, I’ll do
that later’ because later will come quicker than you expect and
I can tell you it wasn’t a great experience.

So, do things in the Now and make them count for the Future.

Thea Garner

Ezekiel and Drama

The other day I was sorting through some old copies of the New
Daylight Bible Readings when I came across a quotation from
Ezekiel (Ezekiel 12:3-6) where I read about the vivid piece of
acting demanded from Ezekiel by God and it somehow set me
thinking about the part drama has played in the life of the
Church ever since medieval times.

We always enjoy the Junior Church's Nativity presentations and
some new members may not know that not all that long ago
we had a very good amateur dramatic society at The Drive
which produced some excellent plays, including comedies and
plays with a moral message, with church members giving some
excellent performances.

The Christian Church – not for first time in its history – is
battling difficulties, especially in areas where the majority of
the residents are of a different culture, and the thought
occurred to me that maybe the time has come for those
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Christians with dramatic skills to use them as obediently as
Ezekiel did to spread the Christian message. Then it hit me that
it's already happening in our church. On more than one
occasion during recent services, the preacher has used
excerpts from books and plays or a specially written sketch to
illustrate the theme of the service. Moreover, we've discovered
that we have a surprising amount of acting talent in our
congregation.

All those long years ago Ezekiel the Prophet – with God's full
approval – used drama to get his message across. Thank you
Ezekiel, thank you very much. You won't mind if we pinch your
idea and use drama more often in our services to get our
message across will you?

Betty Griffiths

Rory Thorndyke

On Saturday 20th June 1999 there was a Royal Wedding at St
George’s Chapel, Windsor. On the same afternoon there was a
wedding at The Drive Methodist Church, Ilford. The bride and
groom, Kim and Tony Stubbs asked for someone to sing
Schubert’s “Ave Maria”.

Rory was then a chorister at Chingford Parish Church. During a
performance by Ilford Choral Society of Mendelssohn’s “Elijah”,
Rory had been the Youth, sent up on a hill to look for a cloud
by the prophet Elijah. Thanks to Duncan Paterson at St
Andrew’s, Rory was contacted and sang beautifully at the
wedding service.

Each year Rory gives an organ recital at Chingford Parish
Church as part of the ‘Wednesdays in Summer’ lunchtime
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series.  This time his young daughter and 15 month old son
were in the audience as well as other members of his family.

It was a varied programme including William Walton’s Popular
Song from “Facade”, Vaughan Williams’s Prelude on
“Rhosymedre” and Widor’s Toccata from Symphony No. 5. Yes
that one!

Susan Ruckes
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Diary

September

Sun 2nd 11.15am Morning Service with
Holy Communion led by
The Revd Bernardino Mandlate

Sun 9th 11.15am Morning Service led by
Mrs Jan Pearson

Tue    11th 7.30pm Circuit Meeting at Gantshill
Methodist Church

Sun 16th 11.15am Morning Service led by
The Revd Bernardino Mandlate
followed by
Circuit Re-organisation Meeting
See page 5

Fri 21st 10.30am Coffee in the park
Gardeners Café, Valentines Mansion

Sat 22nd 2.30pm Film show – The Shack in the
Church Parlour
see page 6

Sun 23rd 11.15am Morning Service led by
Miss Janet Tweedale

Thu 27th 7.15pm Church Prayer Meeting in the
Minister’s Vestry - see page 7

Fri 28th 10.30am Bible Reading Group at
104 Wanstead Lane - see page 7

Fri 28th 10.00am - MacMillan Coffee Morning at
2.00pm Redbridge Social Centre see page 7

Sun 30th 11.15am Harvest Festival Service led by
The Revd Bernardino Mandlate
followed by Harvest lunch
See page 8
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Diary contd.

October

Sun 7th 11.15 am Morning Service with
Holy Communion led by
The Revd Bernardino Mandlate

(Last date for items for October newsletter:
Sunday 30th September)

The latest edition of the
connexion is now available. Pick
up a copy from the back of the
church.
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We bless you, God of Seed and Harvest

And we bless each other

That the beauty of this world

And the love that created it

Might be expressed though our lives

And be a blessing to others

Now and always

Amen


